
BUSY BEE
After starting her career as
the feisty wife of a
gangster in Anurag
Kashyap’s Gangs of
Wasseypur, actress
Huma Qureshi is looking
forward to a busy year

ahead with the
release of two films

- Ek Thi Dayan
and D-Day. 
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MORE TO ENTERTAINMENT 
National Geographic Channel brings brand

new shows this January. Scam City, a new

series that exposes the darker side of tourism

is all set to premiere on the channel during the

weekends. PAGE 3 Þ 

PLAYING FOR LAUGHS
Actress Emma Stone has denied reports

that she was drunk when she presented

an Oscar at last year’s Academy Awards,

insisting that she was simply playing for

laughs. PAGE 4 Þ 
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A TURBANATOR ON AMERICAN IDOL!
The biggest reality show ever, American Idol is

back with a brand new season. The show has a

pleasant surprise in store for Indian fans on the

very first day itself. The awesome-foursome met

Gurpreet Singh Sarin, an Indian Sikh. PAGE 3 Þ 
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It’s the last leg of the sea-
son…for some it may mean
some more endurance test-
ing but for others, the winter
lovers, it’s a treat extended
for a few more days!

We check out what city
folks love doing on cold
days and chilly nights:

It is the best time of the
year for Neha Sharma, an
English trainer: “I love
waking up to misty morn-
ings, dress warm and head
out for a walk. There are
hardly any people on the
road (what a blessing) and
one can soak in the nature
and get back refreshed.” 

For Astha, a young advertis-

ing professional, it’s the
morning cuppa that makes
her wait for winters, season
after season. Holding the
warm cup of tea while still
snuggling in the bed is what
makes for a perfect start to a
day for Astha. “I am a recent
winter convert. Summer is
getting increasingly harder
to bear. So I have taken
refuge in my favourite new
season,” shares Astha, who of
course depends on many
more cups of her favourite
beverage tea through the day.

While the women we
spoke to had rather solitary
joys, Amanpreet Singh
spends the winter evenings
in the company of his
friends. They hit 17 piazza

and spend the day checking
out the ‘crowd’. “I believe,
winter gives you the liberty
to move around, way more
than the long, scorching
summer days. One can pull
up a warm jacket, walk a bit
and you are sorted,” he
offers, while adding, “Cold
weather, misty hills, spatter-
ing of the rain on the wind
shield is my idea of a drive.” 

Well, Chandigarh being
close to hills, gives easy
access to watch, feel and
play with snow, there are
others who are happy stay-
ing put. The foodies love
the season, for they can
indulge in the winter deli-
cacies comprising hot gulab
jamuns, gajar ka halwa,

pakodas and choice of
soups. “I like all that’s hot
and fried,” says Sunny,
class twelve student who
has conveniently put off his
weight loss resolution to
another year (or season).
For Sanya Jindal, it’s the
best time to indulge in
books. “Cosy bed, hot coffee
and world classics to keep
company, what more can
you ask from life,” asks this
pretty girl as we catch her
buying Gone Girl by Gillian
Flynn at a bookshop.

Books, movies, food,
music…when there is
so much to choose from,
what are you picking to
beat the chill?

mona@tribunemail.com

Take a 
chill pill

Winter gives us a host of reasons to be happy. Here’s a list of some…

Jasmine Singh

W
ITH countable days of
experience by our
side, we qualify our-
selves in the ‘been

there done that’ category. We
can’t help but boasting about
the good and bad of both the
worlds, some of us actually
take it a little far and write a
book on our limited experi-
ences. Turning to these peo-
ple in the Punjabi film indus-
try, who have seen a world of
change in the past 30 years,
seen the lows and highs, the
better and the worst, stand to
talk about what they mod-
estly call ‘the beginning of
their lives and careers’.
They cannot be written off as
they are the landmarks of
the Punjabi film industry, a
story in themselves.

DEEP DHILLON
THE BURLY JATT 
He left his village, Patti, for
Mumbai at the peak of ter-
rorism. With only Rs 2,000 in
his pocket, Deep is one of
the few jatts, who did not
sell his land to make a foray
in the entertainment indus-
try. The actor cannot clearly
remember the year he shot
for his first Punjabi film
Baisakhi, but he clearly
remembers what it was like.

It was then…
I have worked with four gen-
erations of actors in Punjabi
cinema. I started at a time
when non-Punjabi speaking
people, especially Gujratis
played actors. I worked with
the soft-spoken actor Satish
Kaul, Gujrati speaking
Arpana Chaudhary and later
on with Virender, Guggu
Gill, Yograj moving on with
Harbhajan Mann and now
Diljit Dosanjh. There was
some warmth in the movies
that were made at that time. 

And today…
I understand the nitty gritty
of professionalism now. It
took me years to understand
cinema. Today, when I see
Punjabi cinema I can’t
believe it myself. It took me
25 years to see Dharamen-
dra, and now because every
Bollywood star has possibly

shot in Punjab, the kids
know all the actors. Punjabi
cinema is an international
phenomenon. 

Miles to go before I sleep
It is my dedication, sincerity
and belief in myself that has
kept me going. I have
worked with the best in the
industry, not to mention
Manmohan Singh, the man
who changed the face of
Punjabi cinema. 

VIJAY TANDON
THE STALWART
Almost 43 years, this is how
long actor, script writer and
producer Vijay Tandon’s
Punjabi film career spreads
across. His first Punjabi film
Ma Da Ladla hit the the-
atres in 1971 where he
played the lead role. 

Jack of all trade 
I have worked in approxi-

mately in 45 movies as a
hero and as a villain. I also
produced a movie Kacheri
starring Gurdas Maan 
that won a national 
award. In addition to 
this, I also wrote stories 
for Punjabi films, almost
nine of them. I wrote the
script for Sarhad Paar, a
Bollywood flick. 

Keep rolling
It has been so many years
in front of the camera, but
it still feel fresh and new
when I am acting. I am
working in upcoming
movies Jatt & Juliet 2,
Vyah 70km and Lucky Di
Unlucky story. 

On the list
I have worked with the best
people in theatre as well as
films. Ravinder Peepat is
one director that I have
enjoyed working with. 

RANA JUNG BAHADUR
BAD & LOVEABLE
His first Punjabi movie
Chan Pardesi was a huge hit.
Rana Jung Bahadur has
spent more than 30 years in
the Punjabi film industry
acting in over 60 films as vil-
lain and comedian. 

Something’s missing
The director was considered
supreme in the good old
days and juniors had respect
for seniors. Today, I miss
that respect in the industry.
Only successful people are
respected now.  

MEHAR MITTAL
LAUGHTER RIOT
This is a name that we all are
familiar with. Having worked
in over 100 Punjabi films,
Mehar Mittal has spent over
three decades in the cinema.
It is his comedy that made
him a popular person on the

sets as any other actor.  

BN SHARMA          
SERIOUSLY FUNNY
He wanted people to fear him
when he walked the street.
This did happen for a while
when he started his career
with the Punjabi film
Baisakhi. Today, he makes
the audiences roll with laugh-
ter. From negative roles to
comedy, BN Sharma has seen
comedy grow as a  new genre. 

Comic cut
Comedy doesn’t mean
cracking a joke, it also
means acting. Making peo-
ple laugh is a serious busi-
ness. I get into the skin of
my character, and be natural
about the way I say my dia-
logues or act. 

Much awaited
Tu Mera 22, Main Tera 22 is
a movie to watch out for. 
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They have seen it all— the change, the
ups and downs of the movement called
Punjabi cinema. Vijay Tandon, Deep
Dhillon, Rana Jung Bahadur and others
talk about the industry— then and now 

Ashima Batish

Sikh history is rich with the
tangible heritage of the Sikh
Gurus and their followers,
and there are well-preserved
relics of the same. They glo-
rify the Sikh heritage, but
yet have not been given their
place in the sun. Sikh Her-
itage: Ethos and Relics is a
sincere effort made by co-
authors, Bhayee Sikander
Singh and Roopinder Singh
to present the Sikh relics
against the backdrop of the
essence of Sikhism.
The book also unearths the
history and lore of the people
of Punjab. “Sikh Heritage:
Ethos and Relics features
photographs and descrip-
tions of unseen relics of Sikh
heritage that further throws
light on the rich Sikh histo-
ry,” says Roopinder, who
along with the co-author,
Sikander Singh showcased
the book at the Government
Museum and Art Gallery in
Chandigrah  on Sunday. 
The book also gives the privi-
lege to its readers to know
about the artefacts that were
looked after by the descen-
dants of Bhai Rup Chand.
Bhayee Sikander Singh
informs: “Contribution also
came in from the Mahara-
jas of Patiala and Nabha,
who proudly possess signif-
icant relics  of the Sikhs.”
He is a scion of the Bagrian
family, whose ancestor
Bhai Rup Chand was

blessed by Guru Hargob-
ind, the sixth Guru. He is
the co-founder of Nishaan,
a journal about Sikhs.
The book will prove to be an
encyclopaedia of Sikh Gurus
and traditions of Punjab to
people who have little insight
into the subject. “The in-
depth research and details
mentioned in the book makes
for its unique content, which I
am sure will be appreciated
by people who are interested
in Sikh History,” adds
Roopinder, who has to his
credit Marshal of the Indian
Air Force Arjan Singh DFC
(2002) and Guru Nanak: His
Life and Teachings (2004). 
Paul Michael Taylor, Direc-
tor, Asian Cultural History
Program, in his introduc-
tion, calls the book as a very
important document that
has beautifully illustrated
the details and yet isn't like a
usual piece of history.

Sikh Heritage: Ethos and
Relics, a literary work by
Bhayee Sikander Singh and
Roopinder Singh highlights
the essence of Sikh history

Once upon a time in Punjab

STAR OF THE YORE:
BN Sharma 

Explore the outdoors 
When most people love
to stay indoors during
winters, try exploring the
outdoors. Dress warm
and check out the parks
or even Sukhna Lake.
Yes, it’s almost freezing
in the evenings but if
you happen to be out on
a moonlit night, you
would sure be stunned
by the beauty.

Host a cozy meal
How about throwing a
lavish meal for close
friends? Take a day off,
bring out the recipe book
from the drawer, and let
the chef in you take
charge. Sure your guests
would appreciate a
warm meal just like that.

STRONG
PRESENCE:
Deep Dhillon

A mirror to
the past

RIGHT NOTES: (From above)

Sikander Singh & Roopinder Singh
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