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Roadies 10 heads North-East

M
TV Roadies is 
in its 10th sea-
son now and 
host Rannvijay 
Singh says 

the adventure-based reality 
show will be heading to the 
North-East this time.

The current season has the 
VJ-turned actor and Roadies 
producer Raghu Ram head-
ing two teams comprising 
of old and new contestants, 
who will be seen battling it 
out on the hilly terrains of 
the North-east of India.

“We are going to the 
North-east this time. As 
Roadies, it is our responsi-
bility to show the country 
how beautiful the North 
east is. We were the biggest 
crew that has ever been to 
that part. We have shot in so 
many places where people 
haven’t been before,” Ran-
nvijay told PTI.

The season’s theme song 
Jajabor, in Assamese and 
Hindi, is a collaboration 

between singer Papon and 
Raghu.

After being a Roadie 
himself, Rannvijay, 29, went 
on to host the popular show 
and this will be the first 
time he will lead a team of 
new contestants selected via 
auditions.

“Roadies 10 is Raghu vs 
me. It’s a new thing for 
us. The old roadies are in 
Raghu’s team and the new 
ones are in mine.

It’s a new format people 
will be excited to see,” Ran-
nvijay said of the current 
season that began airing last 
night.

“The next five weeks we’ll 
show the auditions and 
then the journey will start. 
There’s a lot of buzz on the 
internet and I am sure this 
season will be fantastic,” he 
added. There’s speculation 
whether this season will be 
the last.

“The journey has been 
long but evolving, every 
year has been different. As 
long as the show is go-
ing good we’ll continue. 
As soon as it starts coming 
down we should take it off. 
It will depend on how this 
season goes,” said Rannvi-
jay, who was in the outskirts 
of Delhi , last weekto host 
the Rocksport challenge, an 

adventure race.
The race was held among 

teams from various schools 
of north India who com-
peted on a 5 km circuit 
comprising of natural 
terrain of hills, 
forests, villages 
and crop fields and 
various challenges 
like bombardment 
zone, spider web, 
Kargil heights and 
other commando 
hurdles. Pathways 
School, Aravali, 
emerged as the win-
ning team.

“The race is a way of 
getting the kids closer 
to nature,” said Ran-
nvijay, the mastermind 
behind the event.

“Children these 
days living in cities do 
not have the option of 
indulging in outdoor 
adventures, trekking 
and running. They are 
busy with their internet 
and computer games. 
They don’t know how is 
it like to climb a tree. I 
got to do all that while 
growing up since my 
father was in the army.

Such activities should 
be a part of life,” he 
added.

VJ TURNED ACTOR 
RANNVIJAY SINGH 
SAYS THAT ROADIES 
10 IS IN A NEW 
FORMAT

Padma to get 
‘roasted’

A
ctors Padma 
Lakshmi, Rick 
Schroder and 
former NBA 

star Dennis Rodman 
are volunteering to be 
“roasted” at a comic 
competition.

The celebs have 
dumped their egos to 
be comically insulted 
at the amateur roast-
off contest series at the 
Friars Club, reported 
New York Post.

On February 1, the 
club is launching So 
You Think You Can 
Roast, a competition 

among amateurs, who 
believe themselves to 
be funny, in which 
comics who passed 
auditions last week get 
to skewer that trio of 
personalities.

The winner will get 
a chance to roast Jack 
Black at the Friars’ an-
nual send-up April 5 at 
the New York Hilton.

Top Chef host Lak-
shmi will be roasted 
on February 1, and her 
show’s co-star, Tom 
Colicchio, has signed 
on as an amateur 
roaster.

I worked in slums for  
Midnights’s Children: Saran

A
ctress Shriya Saran 
spent two months 
working in slums 
to understand the 
nuances of her 

character Parvati, a woman 
with strange magical powers, 
in Deepa Mehta’s adaptation of 
Midnight’s Children.

Deepa cast Saran as the love 
interest of protagonist Saleem 
Sinai after working with her in 
Cooking with Stella.

“Deepa believed in me for 
this role. The trickiest part 
was to play a girl in 1947, who 
lives in slums. I did not know 
how slum life was back then. 
We had a workshop. She made 
me work in Mumbai slums for 
about two months to under-
stand the life there,” Saran 
told PTI in an interview.

The 30-year-old actress 
believes Parvati is the role 
of a lifetime. She is looking 
forward to the release of the 
film on February 1. The film is 
being released in India by the 
PVR Pictures.

“Parvati is born seven 

seconds after the stroke of 
midnight on August 15, 1947. 
She has got special powers. 
It was a challenging film to 
shoot because it was not easy 
to fit the entire book into two 
hours. The film is a mirror 
image of the India of that time. 
The interesting thing is that 
our dreams and aspirations 
have not changed much over 
the years,” says Saran.

The actress, who made a 
name for herself by starring 
in Tamil, Telugu, Malayalam 
and Hindi films, says she loved 
Rushdie’s novel so she was de-
lighted to relive the moments 
as a character.

“We relived those mo-
ments through this film. Every 
character has something to say 
and our biggest challenge was 
to put everything together. 50 
pages are sometimes fitted into 
one minute but there is a har-
mony. Salman (Rushdie) loves 
all the changes that we have 
made in the film. He said he 
wished he could have thought 
about the changes while writ-

ing the book,” says Saran.
Saran, a trained dancer in 

Kathak and Rajasthani folk 
dance, also had an opportu-
nity to indulge in her passion 
during the film. She is seen 
dancing with abandon in one 
of the scenes.

“I am wearing my mom’s 
old jewellery for that scene. 
I showed Deepa some dance 
movies and she told me to just 
dance.

I am singing this Rajast-
hani folk song which fits in 
that situation. It is a beautiful 
scene.”

 Saran, who has starred 
in films like Sivaji: The Boss, 
Awarapan and Pokkiri Raja, is 
busy working on a number of 
other projects.

“I think that the best part of 
being an Indian actress is that 
you can be a part of so many 
different films in different 
languages. I am doing Valmiki 
Ki Bandook in Hindi and  
have some projects down 
south. I am just going with the 
flow.”

SHRIYA SARAN, 
WHO PLAYS 
PARVATI IN THE 
FILM, SAYS THAT 
SHE LOVED 
RUSHDIE’S 
NOVEL AND 
WAS DELIGHTED 
TO RELIVE THE 
MOMENTS AS A 
CHARACTER

A
fter wearing grease paint for almost two 
decades, National Award winning actor 
Manoj Bajpayee is keen to take a plunge 
into filmmaking business and turn pro-

ducer. He feels producing movies “will give me a 
lot of power.”

His career took off in a big way post the success 
of Satya, which not only won him commercial 
success, but the prestigious National Award too. 
Post the crime saga, he did commendable jobs 
in Kaun?, Shool and Chandraprakash Dwivedi 
directed period drama Pinjar.

“Tomorrow, if I have money, I will definitely 
turn producer. Production will definitely give me 
a lot of freedom to do what I want to do. Whether 
it’s a mainstream or anything else..., production 
will give me a lot of power,” Manoj told IANS. 

“I will definitely get into production soon. Let’s 
see when that happens,” added the actor who 
enjoys a niche audience.

He is currently busy promoting Special Chabbis. 
Directed by Neeraj Pandey, the film features Anu-
pam Kher and Akshay Kumar in prominent roles.

Manoj Bajpayee to 
turn producer soon

ANNIE SINGH

A 
golden cage 
that was once 
home to the 
(unheard) 
koels of Guru 

Hargobind; a rabab that 

played to the tunes of the 
otherwise accomplished 
musician Guru Arjan Dev; 
another flip, and a pair of 
his wooden kharawans 
(toe-knob sandals) and 
that of his wife Mata Ganga 
with ivory inlay work; and 

nevertheless, a few more 
pages and you’re awe-
struck by the rare visual of 
Guru’s hair and the now 
frayed turban, amongst 
many other significant 
relics of Sikh history. 
Every relic, every article, 
included here, symolises 
the Sikh ethos...

Sikh Heritage: Ethos and 
Relics by Bhayee Sikan-
dar Singh, a scion of the 
Bagrian family, whose 
ancestor Bhai Roop Chand 
was a close aid of the sixth 
Guru Hargobind and co-
authored by Roopinder 
Singh, deputy editor, The 
Tribune, weaves together 
“the essence of Sikhism, 
intertwined with cultural 
history”.

“In order to fully ap-
preciate and comprehend 
what has been left behind 
by the Gurus, you need 
to have the grasp of the 
ethos too. And that’s 
why the 100 pages of the 
book are only dedicated 
to explaining the ethos, 
profusely illustrated with 
detailed captions. Both in 
conception and its execu-
tion, this book elucidates 
the many unseen relics 
in a broader perspective 
of Sikh heritage,” says 
Roopinder, who made 

sure that every reader 
understands the funda-
ments of it. 

And being a curator 
himself, when Bhayee 
Sikandar was initially 
asked to write about the 
family history, he decided 
to paint a larger canvas. 
And, instead of just writ-
ing about his own fam-
ily, he included the other 
“custodians” too, who 
possess the rare artifacts 
bestowed by Gurus upon 
them (disciples). 

“We have also included 
significant collections of 
the Maharajas of Pa-
tiala and Nabha, which 
welcomes the reader with 
unsurpassed clarity and 
sensitivity to the world 
of Sikhism,” says Bhayee 
Sikandar, as he stresses on 
the need to preserve our 
rich history today.

“There are many who 
are doing their bit, but 
a lot needs to be done to 
authenticate the genuine.” 
But, ask him if these arti-
facts have been presented 
earlier as well, and he 
promises you that not the 
way it has been packaged 
in this book. 

And not just artifacts, 
the book comprises of — 
“contemporary paintings 

of Sikh Gurus, manu-
scrips, hukamnamas and 
paintings of the stories, 
which go behind the rel-
ics”, insists Roopinder, as 
he shows the picture of a 
karchcha (ladle) given by 
Guru Hargobind to Bhai 
Roop Chand to establish 
the langar in 1631. “The 
descendents of whose 
family, till today continue 
to feed the needy,” quips 
Bhayee Sikandar, who 
leaves you in awe with his 
engaging anecdotes.

Of heritage 
& cultural 
riches

SIKH HERITAGE: 
ETHOS AND 
RELICS, BY BHAYEE 
SIKANDAR SINGH 
AND ROOPINDER 
SINGH WEAVES 
THE ESSENCE 
OF SIKHISM, 
INTERTWINED WITH 
CULTURAL HISTORY  
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